more for his reverence o.t bchopenhauer, to whom, as he said, he was much indebted, and who was the only philosopher able to comprehend the real essence of music. After dinner Wagner played the best passages out of his "Meistersinger," and Nietzsche left the house full of liking for the great man, who on his part had begged him to visit him whenever he could. The close friendship between Nietzsche and Wagner, however, commenced some years .later, though even at that early period Nietzsche belonged to that small circle of pioneers who slowly conquered Europe for Wagner. We owe much to these enthusiasts who in their day dared to face the enmity and ridicule of their contemporaries.
Nietzsche never ceased to look upon music as a recreation. At Christmas in the year 1864 he presented to his mother n neat little volume containing eight pretty songs set to music by himself. While at Bonn he visited one of the far-famed " Niederrheinische Musikfeste" in Cologne, whore he enjoyed the magnificent performance of a choir of over six hundred singers, accompanied by an orchestra of about a hundred and sixty performers, the whole conducted by Hiller.
As at Pforta, so at the university Nietzsche cultivated intellectual friendships. Nietzsche and Erwin lk>hde, Nietzsche and von Gersdorff offer parallels to Shelley and Keats, to Tennyson and Hallam, though the former friendships were very different from the latter. Nietzsche's numerous letters, recently published, bear witness to his love of friendship. His friendships were of the highest kind, and often of a purely philosophical character. His friends had to be seekers after truth even as he was himself.
The man to whom real love probably ever remained unknown was obliged to make friendship the staff of his life. Many passages in his later writings are dedicated to this most Teutonic of all manly virtues, best possessed by the ancients, as he thought. An entire chapter in his